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August 9, 2021 

Dear Bulldog Community: 

Our Schools are looking more and more ready for the return of our Bulldog students every day!  We can’t wait 

for the energy and passion that having all of our staff and students in our Schools provides for all of us. 

At the end of last week, school districts were given the surprising news that neither the Governor’s Office nor 

the State Department of Health will be providing schools with guidance related to COVID-19 protocols for the 

start of the school year in September.  This unanticipated change came after weeks of messaging from the State 

indicating that guidance for schools State-wide would be forthcoming, and we recognize that the State’s change 

in position at this point has caused frustration and anxiety among members of our School District community. 

In the upcoming days, we will be in communication with the County Department of Health, other local school 

districts, and members of our School District community in order to gain perspective on how best to approach 

issues such as mask-wearing, social distancing, and quarantine protocols.  We will also be closely reviewing 

guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and Sullivan County Public Health Services.  In addition, 

I encourage you to reach out to me either via email at walkerste@swcsd.org, or by phone at (845) 482-4610, 

extension 3000 in order to share your thoughts on these protocols with me.  When we arrive at a finalized plan, 

we will be scheduling online meetings for our community to learn more about our approach to providing for a 

continued healthy and safe environment for our students, staff and visitors as we begin the 2021-2022 school 

year. 

Finally, I emphasize our commitment as a District that all students will receive 5-days of full-day, in-person 

instruction each week during this school year, and our preparations have not deviated from that commitment.   

Thank you as always, for your support of our students and schools.  I look forward to sharing more information 

with you soon. 

Sincerely, 

Steve 

Stephen A. Walker 

Superintendent of Schools 
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